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Questions? Call the Facade Grant Coordinator at 414.286.0759
City Wide Facade Grant Program Application
PAYMENT INFORMATION
PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS
PROPERTY OWNER INFORMATION
PROJECT INFORMATION
APPLICANT INFORMATION
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FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
(http://fedgov.dnb.com/webform)
Reimbursement check will be to the entity or person paying for the improvements. Cash transactions are not reimbursable.
Contact: Rhonda Manuel 809 N. Broadway  Milwaukee, WI 53202
By signing I agree that I have answered honestly and have read the City Wide Facade Grant Program Guidelines. I understand that if the proposal is approved, I will make the above improvements to the property within the specified time. Further, I agree to allow the City of Milwaukee to use images collected during this process for promotional purposes. 
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City Wide Facade Grant Program 
SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS
An Application may only be considered if the property in question: 
         · Has no open violation and 
         · Property taxes are up-to-date 
 
The Facade Grant is a reimbursable grant - all upfront cost will be incurred by the applicant. Cash transaction are not eligible for reimbursement. Please review the guidelines on the following pages and submit the completed and signed application with following material for review by the committee to:         
         
         Facade Grant Coordinator
         809 N. Broadway
         Milwaukee, WI 53202
Applicants who intend to perform work on their own property as a contractor must furnish one proposal other than their own. They will not be reimbursed for time while acting as contractor. Material cost and labor of employees are reimbursable. Documentation must be provided for the number of hours worked on the project by the employees, their rate of pay, social security numbers, etc.
The Facade Grant Committee meets once a month. The application package is expected at least two weeks before a committee meeting.   A City Wide Facade Grant may be awarded 50% of project costs up to $5,000 per street-facing storefront. Downtown properties, located within BID #21, may be found eligible for 30% of project costs up to $50,000 by filling out the Downtown Facade Grant Application. Any projects totaling less than $2,000 are not eligible.   Staff will review the application and draft a recommendation to the Facade Grant Committee. The Committee will determine the eligibility and award amount of each application. The committee will apply discretion based on available funding. The Committee considers the following factors when evaluating an application:   	Will the project positively contribute to the city's assisted redevelopment effort?  	Will the project improve a blighting influence?  	Will the project substantially leverage more investments than the required matching amount of the grant?  	Will the grant result in an improvement that may not be made otherwise?  	Does the project comply with the City Wide Facade Grant Program Guidelines?   The project may not begin until the applicant has been notified of their award. When the project is completed the applicant will need to submit materials from reimbursement. All necessary government approvals, building permits, and taxes are not eligible for reimbursement. The Facade Grant Committee reserves the right to refuse reimbursements in whole or in part for work that does not conform to the program guidelines, does not commensurate with the workmanship and cost customary to the industry, or is not in line with the proposals submitted with your application. Any changes to approved plans require a written request from the applicant and approval by the Facade Grant Committee.
APPLICATION PROCESS
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ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS
INELIGIBLE PROPERTIES
Work that does not comply with the eligibility requirements is subject to reduction or retraction of award.
 
  · All work must be done on a street facing side of 
    an existing building
 
  · All work must be done on the exterior of the 
    building and result in a publicly visible   
    improvement 
 
  · Only work begun after approval of the Facade 
    Grant Committee will be eligible for a grant.
 
  · All work must comply with the City Wide Facade 
    Grant Program's design guidelines. See page 4 
    for the Program Design Guidelines.
 
  · Total project cost must exceed $2,000 to be 
    considered for a facade grant.
 
  · Only properties zoned as commercial or 
    mixed use are eligible. 
 
  · Routine maintenance such as painting, 
    masonry, fencing, and lighting has to be part of 
    a larger renovation to be eligible.
 
  · New construction projects are eligible for 
    fencing, signage, awnings, and landscaping.
 
  · An owner of a National Franchise or retail chain 
    store is eligible to receive a Facade and/or 
    Signage for only one location.
 
  · A property must wait two years after submitting 
    reimbursement materials to apply for another 
    facade or signage grant.
 
City Wide Facade Grant Program Guidelines
The following types of properties are not eligible for the City Wide Facade Grant Program:
 
  · Tax delinquent properties
 
  · Property whose owner has any other tax delinquent   
    property
 
  · Property with open code violations
 
  · Property in Litigation
 
  · Property in condemnation or receivership
 
  · Property exempt from paying taxes
 
  · Properties on which taxes are being paid, but have 
    nonprofit use, such as schools, charities, clubs, 
    organizations, etc.
 
  · Exclusively residential buildings
 
  · Properties purchased from the city are viewed on a  
    case by case basis.
 
  · Daycare centers
 
  · Funeral Homes
 
  · Payday Loan stores, tobacco shops, tattoo shops
 
  · Liquor stores or bars that do no serve food or have 
    an inventory of more than 25% alcohol. 
 
  · Property that has received a grant in the past two 
    years. 
REIMBURSEMENT REQUIREMENTS
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City Wide Facade Grant Program Guidelines
Projects are expected to be completed within 9 months. Your grant may be subject to cancellation if not completed by the completion date. Written requests for extensions will be considered if the project has demonstrated progress.   Reimbursement can be expected in approximately 3 to 6 weeks after all the following documentation has been submitted: 
Design Guidelines
The Facade Design Guidelines outline the standards for renovating buildings using a facade grant. They take into consideration a building's historic significance in determining the appropriate treatment. Projects that affect city-designated historic buildings also require a separate review by t he City of Milwaukee Historic Preservation Commission. Buildings in Renewal Projects require separate approval by the staff of the Redevelopment Authority.
 
Facade: The facade is the entire exposed exterior surface of the building that fronts a public street and contains the buildings primary entrance. However, any elevation fronting a public street is eligible for a facade grant.  
 
Storefronts: It is the intent of these guidelines that most buildings should have a storefront-type windows facing the street, that could accommodate retail uses in the future. Tinted or reflective glass is not permitted.
 
Masonry: Unpainted brick, stone, or terra cotta should not be painted or covered. Sandblasting and other abrasive cleaning methods are prohibited. Duplicated existing materials as closely as possible. 
 
Windows: Avoid filling-in or covering of openings with materials like glass-block. Do not deviate far from the original styles and patterns existing. 
 
In most cases it is recommended to stay true to the original building style. For historic buildings, all structural and decorative elements should be repaired or replaced to match or be compatible with the original materials and design. All buildings, but especially those that are an integral part of a historic street, should reflect and complement the character of the surrounding area.
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SUSTAINABILITY SUGGESTIONS
City Wide Facade Grant Program Guidelines
Sustainable practices can help improve the quality and performance of your building and the surrounding environment and reduce energy costs.  Listed below are some sustainable ideas that could be implemented into your façade grant project. Not all of the options listed below may be appropriate for your façade grant project. Consult your Architect or Contractor for ways to appropriately incorporate sustainable practices. 
 
Material choices:
Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) Certified Wood
The FSC is an organization that sets standards that promote responsible management of the world's forests. The organization addresses issues such as illegal logging and deforestation, and has positive effects on economic development and environmental conservation.
Low or No-VOC paints and finishes:
VOCs are volatile organic compounds that diminish air quality, and may be detrimental to your health. High-quality latex-based coatings and adhesives generally have lower VOCs than oil-based products.
·Because they lower the emissions of potentially harmful pollutants, low- or no-VOC paints can improve indoor and outdoor environmental quality and human health.
·Low- or no-VOC paints and finishes can be safer for people with chemical sensitivities.
High R-Value windows:
Windows with higher R-Values are more insulative, reducing heat gain in the summer and loss in the winter. Higher insulative glass can reduce energy cost throughout the year. Minimally windows should be Low-E, Argon-gas filled, double paned glass. For improved performance use Krypton-gas filled, triple paned windows. When appropriate operable windows allow natural ventilation and can reduce cooling costs in the summer.
High albedo surfaces:
Albedo is a measure of surface reflectivity. Highly reflective surfaces, such as those with lighter colors, reduces heat absorbed by the building, resulting in lower cooling cost in the summer. 
Local materials:
Using local materials helps support local economy and reduces the energy and cost of material transportation.         Materials supplied within 500 miles of your business would be considered local. For example, using Wisconsin limestone rather than Chinese Granite.
 
Storm Water Management:
Rain Gardens / Bioswales:
Rain gardens and bioswales help remove the pollutants water picks up from your building and parking lots and helps reduce strain on the city storm water system. 
Water Cisterns:
Collected storm water can also be reused to water plants and be filtered to reuse in the building and reduce water costs.  
Pervious Surfaces:
Pervious materials allow rain water to penetrate into the soil faster than standard concrete or asphalt slabs. Pervious materials also help reduce strain on the city storm water system. This option may not be appropriate for every project. 
 
Lighting:
Florescent and LED lights are more energy efficient and result in lower energy costs. Down-turned lights?
 
Solar Panels:
Solar panels collect energy from the sun rather than using our depleting resources. Although solar panels may have a high upfront cost, they can help reduce energy costs for your building for the future.
 
 
 
         
 
9.0.0.2.20101008.1.734229
	CurrentPageNumber: 
	TextField1: WI
	SignatureField1: 
	SignatureField2: 
	CheckBox1: 0



